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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims 

Claim 1 (Currently amended): An electronic camera comprising: 

a white balance correcting means circuit for correcting white balance of a picked-up 
image bv picking up an image of first object on the basis of white balance data obtained by 
b e for e hand picking up an image of a pred e termin e d second object; 

an automatic focusing mechanism circuit having a plurality of distance measuring 
points on an image picking-up plane and arranged to automatically perform a focusing 
operation by d e tecting a high fr e quenoy component of a picked up imago signal while using 
the plurality of distance measuring points; and 

a control moona circuit for, when picking up an the image of the pr e d e t e rmined second 
object so as to obtain whit e balanc e data to be used for said w^hite balanc e correcting m e an s, 
controlling the operation of said automatic focusing m e chanism circuit so that said automatic 
focusing circuit automatically performs a focusing operation by using at least bv cau s ing said 
automatic focusing meohaniam to solcotiv e ly use^ from among the plurality of distance 
measuring points on the image picking - up plane, one prGdctorminod distance measuring point 
eiKi pr e d e termined numb e r of distanc e m e asuring points that are smaller in number than the 
and v^thout using at least one distance measuring point in the plurality of distance measuring 
points. 

Claim 2 (Currently amended): An electronic camera according to claim 1, 

wherein said control mcong circuit controls the operation of said automatic focusing 
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m e chani s m circuit to make a determination level with which said automatic focusing 
moohonism circuit determines an in-focus state lower than that used for an ordinary image 
picking-up operation. 



wherein the predetermined second object is white in color. 

Claim 4 (Currently amended): An electronic camera comprising: 

a white balance correcting m e ono circuit for correcting white balance of a picked-up 
image bv picking up an image of first object on the basis of white balance data obtained by 
befor e hand picking up an image of a pred e termin e d second object; 

an automatic focusing m e ohonism circuit arranged to automatically perform a focusing 
operation by d e tecting a high - &equ e noy c omponent of a pick e d up imago signal ; and 

a control means circuit fo r^ wh e n picking up a» the image of the pred e term ined second 
object so ofi to obtain white balance data to b e used for said white balance correcting moons, 
jnhihiHng tVio npRrntinn of flaid automatic focu a ing mechanism without operating said 
automatic focusing circuit, when picking up the image of the second object while a mode in 
which the focusing operation is automatically performed is set up . 

Claim 5 (Currently amended): An electronic camera according to claim 4, the 
prod e t e rmin e d second object is white in color. 

Claims 6 and 7 (Cancelled). 

Claim 8 (Currently amended): A control method for controlling an electronic 

camera having an automatic focusing m e chanism circuit having a plurality of distance 
measuring points on an image picking-up plane and arranged to automatically perform a 
focusing operation by dct e cting - a high - frequency component of a pick e d up imag e signal 



3 

PACE 4/20 • RCVO AT 6/28/2004 2:26:38 PM [Eastern Daylight TImeJ * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1A3 • DNIS: 8729306 " CSID:212 682 9694 • DURATION (mm-SS):08-00 



Claim 3 (Currently amended): 



An electronic camera according to claim 1 , 



06/28/2004 



14:27^FAX 212 682 9694 



ROBIN BLECKER & DALEY 



@005 



while using the plurahty of distance measuring points, said control method comprising the 
steps of: 

correcting white balance of a picked-up image by picking up an image of first object 
on the basis of white balance data obtained by b e for e hand picking up an image of a 
prcdetormt fted second object; and 

when picking up an die image of the prcdotorm ifled second object so as to obtain the 
white balance data > controlling the operation of said automatic focusing m e chani s m circuit so 
that said automatic focusing circuit automatically performs a focusing operation by using at 
least by causing said automatic focusing m e chanism to s el e ctively u se v - ^om among th e 
plurality of distanc e m e asuring points on th e image piolcing up plan e , one pr e d e t e rmie e4 
distance measuring point or a pred e termin e d number of distance measuring points that are 
smaller in numb e r than and without using at least one distance measuring point in the plurality 
of distance measuring points. 

Claim 9 (Currently amended): A control method according to claim 8, further 

comprising the step of controlling the operation of said automatic focusing m e chanism circuit 
to make a determination level with which said automatic focusing m e ohoniom circuit 
determines an in-focus state lower than that used for an ordinary image picking-up operation. 

Claim 10 (Currently amended): A control method according to claim 8, wherein 
the pr e determined second object is white in color. 

Claim 1 1 (Currently amended):^ A control method for controlling an electronic 
camera having an automatic focusing m e chanism circuit arranged to automatically perform a 
focusing operation by d e tecting a high fr e quency compon e nt of a picked up imag e s ignal , 
said control method comprising the steps of: 

4 

PAGE 5/20 * RCVD AT 8/28/2004 2:26:38 PM [Eastern Daylight TimeJ * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/3 * DNIS: 8729308 • CSID:212 682 9694 " DURATION (mm-5S>:08-00 



06/28/2004.14:27 .FAX 212 682 9694 



ROBIN BLECKER & DALEY 



(21006 



correcting white balance of a picked-up image bv picking up an image of first obiect 
on the basis of white balance data obtained by boforchond picking up an image of a 
pred e t e rtH ffled second object; and 

when picking up aft &e image of the pr e d e t e rmined second object so as to obtain th e 
white balono o data, inhibiting the oporation of ooid automatic focu G ing mcchaniBm without 
operating said automatic focusing circuit, when picking up the image of the second obiect 
while a mode in which the focusing operation is automatically performed is set up . 

Claim 12 (Currently amended): A control method according to claim 1 1 , wherein 
the prodotormin e d second object is white in color. 

Claim 13 and 14 (Cancelled). 

Claim 15 (Currently amended): A storage medium which stores therein a 
program for executing a process for controlling an electronic camera having an automatic 
focusing m e chani s m circuit having a plurality of distance measuring points on an image 
picking-up plane and arranged to automatically perform a focusing operation by d e t e cting a 
high froquoncy component of a picked - up image signal while using the plurality of distance 
measuring points, said process comprising: 

correcting white balance of a picked-up image by picking up an image of first object 
on the basis of white balance data obtained by befor e hand picking up an image of a 
prodotormin e d second object; and 

when picking up ^ Ae image of the prodotormined second object oo aa to obtain the 
white balance data, controlling the operation of said automatic focusing mechanism circuit so 
that said automatic focusing circuit automatically performs a focusing operation by using at 
least by caupinR ooid automatio focusing moohoniGm to oclcctivoly use, from among the 
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plurality of digtonce m e asuring points on th e image pioking up piano, one pr e d e t e rminod 
distance measuring point or g pred o t o rmin e d numb e r of diotanc e measuring pointa that aro 
smaller in number and without using at least one distance measuring point in the plurality of 
distance measuring points. 

Claim 16 (Currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 15^ 
wherem said process further comprises controlling the operation of said automatic focusing 
mechanism circuit to make a determination level with which said automatic focusing 
m e chanism circuit determines an in-focus state lower than that used for an ordinary image 
picking-up operation. 

Claim 17 (Currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 1 5, 
wherein the pr e d e t e rmin e d second object is white in color. 

Claim 1 8 (Currently amended): A storage medium which stores therein a 
program for executing a process for controlling an electronic camera having an automatic 
focusing moohanism circuit arranged to automatically perform a focusing operation by 
d e tecting a hi gh - frequency component of a picked - up imag e signal , said process comprising: 

correcting white balance of a picked-up image by picking up an image of first obiect 
on the basis of white balance data obtained by b e forehan d picking up an image of a 
pr e d e termin e d second object; and 

v^4ien picking up aft the image of the pr e d e t e rmined second object so as to obtain the 
white balanc e data, inhibiting th e opemtion of said automatic focusing moohanism without 
operating said automatic focusing circuit, when picking un the image of the second obiect 
while a mode in which the focusing operation is automatically performed is set up . 
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Claim 19 (Currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 1 8, 
wherein the prodotcrmined second object is white in color. 
Claim 20 and 21 (Cancelled). 

Claim 22 (New): An electric camera comprising: 

a white balance correcting circuit for correcting white balance of a picked-up image by 
picking up an image of first object on the basis of white balance data obtained by picking up 
an image of a second object; 

a focusing circuit arranged to perform a focusing operation; and 

a control circuit for, when picking up the image of the second object, controlling the 
operation of said focusing circuit to make a determination level with which said focusing 
circuit determines an in-focus state lower than that used for an image picking-up operation 
when picking up the image of the first object. 

Claim 23 (New): An electric camera comprising: 

a white balance correcting circuit for correcting white balance of a picked-up image by 
picking up an image of first object on the basis of white balance data obtained by picking up 
an image of second object as a first white balance mode, and on the basis of white balance 
data, corresponding to a light source, which has been beforehand prepared as a second white 
balance mode; 

an operation element for selecting a manual mode in which a user that operates the 
electric camera picks up the second object, or a light source mode, wherein said operation 
element is operated by said user; 

a focusing circuit arranged to perform a focusing operation; and 
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a control circuit for controlling said focusing circuit so that the focusing operation 
when picking up said first object differs from the focusing operation when picking up said 
second object; 

wherein said first white balance mode is operated according to selecting the manual 
mode, and said second white balance mode is operated according to selecting the light source 
mode. 

Claim 24 (New): An electric camera according to claim 22, wherein said second 
object is white in color. 

Claim 25 (New): An electric camera according to claim 23, wherein said second 
object is white in color. 

Claim 26 (New): An electric camera according to claim 1, further comprising: 

an operation element for selecting a manual mode in which a user that operates the 
electric camera picks up the second object, said operation element is operated by said user, 

wherein said white balance correcting circuit is operated according to selecting the 
manual mode. 

Claim 27 (New): An electric camera according to claim 4, further comprising: 
an operation element for selecting a manual mode in which a user that operates the 

electric camera picks up the second object, said operation element is operated by said user, 
wherein said white balance correcting circuit is operated according to selecting the 

manual mode. 

Claim 28 (New): An electric camera according to claim 22, further comprising: 
an operation element for selecting a manual mode in which a user that operates the 
electric camera picks up the second object, said operation element is operated by said user, 
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wherein said white balance correcting circuit is operated according to selecting the 
manual mode. 

Claim 29 (New): A control method for controlling an electric camera having a 
focusing circuit arranged to perform a focusing operation, said control method comprising the 
steps of: 

correcting white balance of a picked-up image by picking up an image of first object 
on the basis of white balance data obtained by picking up an image of a second object; and 

when picking up the image of the second object, controlling the operation of said 
focusing circuit to make a determination level with which said focusing circuit determines an 
in-focus state lower than that used for an image picking-up operation when picking up the 
image of the first object. 

Claim 30 (New): A control method for controlling an electric camera according to 
claim 29, wherein said second object is white in color. 

Claim 31 (New): A control method for controlling an electric camera according to 
claim 29, further comprising a step of selecting a manual mode in which a user that operates 
the electric camera picks up the second object, wherein said step of correcting white balance 
is operated according to selecting the manual mode. 

Claim 32 (New): A control method for controlling an electric camera having a 
focusing circuit arranged to perform a focusing operation and an operation element for 
selecting a manual mode in which a user that operates the electric camera picks up the second 
object, or a light source mode, wherein said operation element is operated by said user, said 
control method comprising the steps of: 
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correcting white balance of a picked-up image by picking up an image of first object 
on the basis of white balance data obtained by picking up an image of second object as a first 
white balance mode, and on the basis of white balance data corresponding to a light source, 
which has been beforehand prepared as a second white balance mode; and 

controlling said focusing circuit so that the focusing operation when picking up said 
first object differs firom the focusing operation when picking up said second object; 

wherein said first white balance mode is operated according to selecting the manual 
mode, and said second white balance mode is operated according to selecting the light source 
mode. 

Claim 33 (New): A control method for controlling an electric camera according 
to claim 32, wherein said second object is white in color. 

Claim 34 (New): A storage medium which stores therein a program for executing 
a process for controlling an electric camera having a focusing circuit arranged to perform a 
focusing operation, said process comprising: 

correcting white balance of a picked-up image by picking up an image of first object 
on the basis of white balance data obtained by picking up an image of a second object; and 

when picking up the image of the second object, controlling the operation of said 
focusing circuit to make a determination level with which said focusing circuit determines an 
in-focus state lower than that used for an image picking-up operation when picking up the 
image of the first object. 

Claim 35 (New): A storage medium according to claim 34, wherein said second 

object is white in color. 

Claim 36 (New): A storage medium according to claim 35, further comprising: 
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selecting a manual mode in which a user that operates the electric camera picks up the 
second object, 

wherein said step of correcting white balance is operated according to selecting the 
manual mode. 

Claim 37 (New): A storage medium which stores therein a program for executing 
a process for controlling an electric camera having a focusing circuit arranged to perform a 
focusing operation and an operation element for selecting a manual mode in which a user that 
operates the electric camera picks up the second object, or a light source mode, said process 
comprising: 

correcting white balance of a picked-up image by picking up an image of first object 
on the basis of white balance data obtained by picking up an image of second object as a first 
white balance mode, and on the basis of white balance data corresponding to a light source, 
which has been beforehand prepared as a second white balance mode; and 

controlling said focusing circuit so that the focusing operation when picking up said 
first object differs from the focusing operation when picking up said second object; 

wherein said first white balance mode is operated according to selecting the manual 
mode, and said second white balance mode is operated according to selecting the light source 
mode. 

Claim 38 (New): A storage medium according to clahn 37, wherein said second 
object is white in color. 
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